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There are concerns, however, that reported Covid-19 deaths are not capturing the true impact of
coronavirus on mortality around the world. The FT has gathered and analysed data on excess
mortality — the numbers of deaths over and above the historical average — across the globe, and
has found that death tolls in some countries are more than 50 per cent higher than usual. In many
countries, these excess deaths exceed reported numbers of Covid-19 deaths by large margins.

The picture is even starker in the hardest-hit cities and regions. In Ecuador’s Guayas province,
there have been 10,000 more deaths than normal since the start of March, an increase of more
than 300 per cent. London has seen overall deaths more than double, and New York City’s total
death numbers since mid March are more than four times the norm. 
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